
METRO ATLANTA SEMINARY 
NARRATIVE IN THE HEBREW BIBLE

FINAL ASSIGNMENT: EXEGESIS PAPER

DUE DATE: DECEMBER 19TH, 11:59 PM

A substantial portion of your grade will be dependent on the completion of an exegesis 
paper. This paper will be an in-depth analysis, explanation, and interpretation of a passage within
the Joseph narrative (Gen 37-50).

Select a passage that seems to be a cohesive unit of the story. Smaller passages (~6-10 verses) 
allow for more precise work, particularly with grammar. Longer passages require more narrative 
and structural analysis and are often more difficult to do justice to. Your passage must be 
selected by our third class (Oct 31st). You should select something that interests you, but don't 
anguish over selecting the perfect passage. Every portion of Scripture is worth study. A half-way
check in point is due Nov 14th for 20% of your grade. This is a 2-4 page summary of the 
current state of your research. You may include (1) pericope and summary, (2) provisional thesis,
(3) potential word studies, (4) particular points of difficulty, insight, etc. (5) outline of paper (6) 
working bibliography. This is an informal submission, but please make it substantive and 
coherent.

Requirements:

> 10-15 pages, not including bibliography
> 12 pt. Times New Roman font, double spaced, 1 inch margins.
> Hard-copy or digital submission accepted (.doc, .odt, or .pdf)
> 8-10 good sources

Advice:

Some of this material will unfold as the class progresses, but one piece of advice I have now is 
start writing. Begin putting your ideas about the meaning of the Joseph narrative, and your 
passage in particular, on paper now, even if the ideas are only beginning to form.

> Begin to construct a clear, precise, research question in order to produce a defensible thesis. 
> Choose good sources
> Proofread
> Stay focused; if you find something interesting that doesn't fit into your central idea, it may be 
better to leave it out. Likewise, too often student try to find the Gospel writ large in their passage 
– be wary of this.

Content:

1. General Introduction to the Passage – You may assume your reader to be familiar with the
Joseph narrative, so quickly move to your research question. (~ 1 page)

2. Overview of your selected passage – You may provide a summary, and outline, a short 



overview of the structure, etc.; whatever is useful to quickly orient your reader, generally 
familiar with the story, to your specific area of focus. (~ 2 pages)

3. Consideration and Argumentation – The bulk of your paper should be devoted to offering 
answers to your research question built on your reading of the text. Word studies, 
background info, grammatical analysis, and other biblical data may be used to explore, 
build, and critique your arguments. (~6-8 pages)

4. Theological and practical implications/applications – You may touch on how your 
passage points to and informs other biblical passages, how it contributes to 
theology/doctrine, and practical application of the passage. It may be useful to tailor your 
application to your primary context (eg., pulpit, classroom, etc.) and audience.

A Short Guide to Exegesis1

1. Read your selected passage repeatedly. Your observation of the passage is the basis of everything 
going forward. Read out loud, in multiple versions. Read it enough times that you get a feel of the 
passage and know it very well. Examine the context as well.

2. Try to come up with your own translation. Using Logos and the skills we learned in Hebrew for 
Bible Study, come up with a reasonable translation of what the Hebrew text says. It won't be perfect 
and some parts may, in fact, elude you. It will be wooden and clunky, but it will allow you to 
understand how the passage works in the Hebrew.

3. Make a list of alternatives. If part of the Hebrew is obscure enough, it may be worth noting that there
is something ambiguous in the passage. This is something important to discuss and bring, as a 
question, to the commentaries.

4. Note any grammar that is unusual, ambiguous, or otherwise important. Take your time and don't 
assume that the preposition or pronoun that seems obvious is as clear cut as the English translations 
make it out to be.

5. Make a list of key terms. Not just words but concepts. Choose three or four that you think to be the 
most important to the meaning of your passage to do word studies or other back ground studies on.

6. Identify the form and structure. Is the passage poetry or prose? This is the most basic observation, 
so we must move beyond that to identifying how the passage is structure instructs how we are to 
interpret it. What similarities does it share with other biblical passages?

7. Examine the background of the passage. Are there particular things in the passage – clothing, food, 
rank, gender roles, rituals, etc. – that need to be clarified in order for us to understand the passage? 
Does the historical situation impinge in some way on the context?

8. Describe the literary setting. Where does this passage take place in the unfolding narrative of 
Scripture? Does authorship matter? Does the passage introduce a story, develop the people and events 
engaged in the story, or provide a conclusion?

9. Expand to biblical context. How does this passage connect to the Bible as a whole? Is the passage 
quoted or alluded to anywhere else, either in the OT or NT? Does the passage compliment, clarify, or 
complicate other passages in the Bible?

10. Identify the principal theological contribution of this passage. Rather than allowing the passage to 
support the theological point you want to make, how does the passage inform theology? What locus 
(or loci) does it principally speak to?

11. Offer an application for contemporary place. Be conscious of how broadly or narrowly your are 
attempting to apply the passage, and what audience you are directing it toward. Ask yourself what 
type of life issues this passage is able to address. Be sure your application is grounded in your 
exegesis!

1 This outline is principally drawn from Douglas Stuart, Old Testament Exegesis: An Handbook for Students and 
Pastors, 4th Ed. (Louisville, KY: Westminster John Knox, 2009). 


